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                “The Fresh Hills of Cein Mhic Cainte” featured on the Celtic Music Podcast
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 Posted on: 11-08-2008 | Category:  new album | anne of green gables avonlea fiddle gus pike lucy maud montgomery sweetfire The Fresh Hills of Cein Mhic Cainte
Back in August, Track 6 from the Sweetfire CD, “The Fresh Hills of Cein Mhic Cainte,” was featured on Marc Gunn’s Irish and Celtic Music Podcast. The episode is #55 which you can listen to through the following link or on iTunes when you seach for Celtic Music Podcast. https://celticmusicpodcast.com/webpage/irish_celtic_music_podcast_56

The tune was rated by the listeners of his show ( a great one if you like Celtic music) as the top tune for that show and it has quickly become the most downloaded song from the Sweetfire CD on iTunes. I have been contacted by people who have been searching for a recording of this song for years (it seems to be fairly obscure), some of them from other countries.

If I play the song at a show I may tell the following story of how I came across it:

I was a big fan of Lucy Maude Montgomery (Anne of Green Gables) growing up. I read all the books and watched the movies regularly. When I was 7 or 8 the “Road to Avonlea” television series started and it quickly became my favorite show. A few years into the series, Gus Pike entered the ensemble; a young man, the new lighthouse keeper, love interest of the character Felicity, and most importantly, a fiddler. In the episode titled “Aunt Hetty’s Ordeal” he plays this haunting tune that I just had to learn. (For those who are interested, show synopsis can be found at http://www.avonleaguide.com/media/sb/series/eps/e16.htm) The combination of my ability to quickly to pick up tunes by ear and my father’s abhorance of commercials (he records all TV shows) made it an easy few rewinds before the tune was mine. It became my theme song for the next few years (I even performed it in a play in eighth grade) and has always been one that I’ve come back to from time to time with a sense of comfort. I was thrilled to finally record it on the Sweetfire CD and equally thrilled that it’s reaching the audience that it is.

The original tune from the show was arranged by John Welsman and can be found through the following link:

https://soundcloud.com/aya-salah-126/gus-pikes-full-theme-song-from-road-to-avonlea



Friday December 5th, 2008
My first gig...in 1992
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Monday June 4th, 2007
Benefits of Spontaneous Sit-ins
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	Please email me at laurel@laurelthomsen.com if you have a violin, viola, fiddle, music biz, or practice related question you’d like answered in the blog or on a podcast, have a story or insight to share, or if you’d like to inquire about violin, viola, or fiddle lessons with me, in-person or online via Skype, FaceTime, or Zoom.

The Violin Geek Blog is a free resource and always will be. We also don't sell advertising, meaning that everything you read has been a labor of love. If you'd like to support my efforts and help ensure they continue, please consider making a donation. Thanks for your support!
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Laurel ThomsenViolin, Viola, Vocals
Performance, Instruction, Recording

Based in Santa Cruz, California







Site by Laurel Thomsen
Photography by Michelle Magdalena 







	
	



	
laurel@laurelthomsen.com
831-224-0913
Skype: laurelthomsen











	
		


	Mailing List




	Become a VIP fan! 



Join my periodic newsletter and be the first to learn about her adventures, music, tour dates, and new recordings. On occasion I'll also offer mailing list only downloads and discounts.
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  "After the Fire" out now!
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        "After the Fire" - released January 21, 2022!
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We began recording this album in late July 2020, under California’s Covid–19 stay-at-home order, in Dan’s Bonny Doon home studio, The Shed. We were wrapping up by mid-August, but then a heatwave and extremely unusual lightning storm sparked a fast-moving forest fire. Completed after our evacuation to the safe haven of a friend’s home, After the Fire marks the end of an era and a fresh start; Dan’s little studio burned the morning after he’d rescued the rough tracks, studio equipment, and a range of instruments we play, yet rarely have the space to bring with us on the road. Highlighting them on this album helped us feel the joy of performing again and to know that despite the setbacks of the past year, our music will thrive in new ways. 

Each song portrays a facet of the journey from setback to reclaimed hope - finding faith in the possibility of LOVE in “Make Me Come Alive,” HOME in “Beale Street,” COMMUNITY in “Together Again” and “Money Shouldn’t Talk That Strong,” and one’s own STRENGTH and FORTITUDE in “If A Wave” and “Hey, It’ll Be OK.”






Buy "After the Fire"
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